
GOD  IS ON A MISSION IN INDIA 

Late in January, a team of four GPMO Board members and 6 other participants headed to India.  Below is a sum-

mary of some of the exciting events and developments we were privileged to experience. 

THE CHILDREN AT NANDA 

After 40 hours of travel, we arrived at the Nanda                                                                                                          

Orphanage/Hostel and were greeted by 140 children                                                                                                   

plus adults– all singing, dancing, showering us with                                                                                                    

flowers petals, and placing floral necklaces over our                                                                                                      

heads.  For the next 8 days, we watched and interacted with the most well-behaved, respectful, industrious and 

contented children we have ever seen.  Although they have very few tangible possessions, they possess deep 

faith, biblical knowledge, and active prayer lives.  Their creativity astonished us as they prepared dozens of skits 

and liturgical dances and presented them as gifts to us.  

The staff can take much of the credit for the atmosphere of this place where children are safe, cared for, and val-

ued.  One little boy came to Nanda after the persecution.  He was so traumatized that he would not speak; he 

would frequently hide high in a mango tree, refusing to come down.  Today, this boy is smiling, talking, singing and 

playing right along with the rest of the children.  Praise God for this place where children are flourishing! 

SAFE WATER 

To our surprise and delight, the two wells at Nanda that are used for drinking, cooking 

and bathing tested safe.  The third well is only used for irrigation.  The water at the leper 

community was also good.  We spent a week prayerfully discerning the most strategic 

places to install two water chlorinators that can each purify up to 10,000 gallons of 

water/day.  God opened the door for us to work with a science teacher at the Hindu, 

government-run, boys’ high school where Saima used to teach.  By installing it there, we 

were able to ensure that the chlorinator will be maintained, strengthen Christian-Hindu 

relationships, improve the health of 500 students, and begin to educate the community 

about safe water and hygiene. The second chlorinator will be placed in Saima’s home 

village, which after being destroyed in 2009 during the persecution, is slowly rebuilding. 

DINING PAVILION AND KITCHEN 

The children eat their meals squatting on the ground, with few options 

when it is hot or wet.  Work started on a dining pavilion, using the weld-

ing equipment that was purchased last spring. The roof was finished be-

fore we left; a concrete floor and retaining walls will be added.  The prim-

itive kitchen (white building on left) will also be enlarged and improved. 
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WORKING TOWARD SELF-SUFFICIENCY 

The regular diet for the children is rice and dahl, a sauce made with lentils and 

spices.  Since completion of a fence around the 7-acre compound and a new well 

for irrigation, Nanda has begun gardening. They now add tomatoes, carrots, mus-

tard greens, peas, squash and other vegetables, plus bananas and mangos, to 

their diet.  In the next year, more of the land will be cultivated.  Plans are also be-

ing made to expand into animal husbandry, beginning with chickens.  Extra vegeta-

bles, eggs and meat can be sold in the local market.  The welding business will be  

used to train older students and supply goods to the local community.  (At Nanda, bunk beds were welded so that 

each child now has his/her own bed.) It was good to sit with the staff and envision together how agriculture, ani-

mals, welding, and sewing can be developed to teach the children trades and help move toward self-sufficiency.  It 

will not happen overnight, but all were encouraged. 

WORSHIP 

We had the privilege of worshiping each morning & evening with the children at Nanda, 

on Sunday with the Leper community, Monday with local church leaders who had been 

through the persecution, and Tuesday evening at the Baptist Women’s District Conven-

tion.  We were invited into a Christian home during a funeral, a Hindu home during a 

wedding, and into a Brahmin home for tea.  It was a privilege for the team to be invited 

to pray at each place.                                                                                                                      

God is doing some amazing things in this little corner of His globe.  We are humbled by                                           

EDUCATION 

The staff is also committed to help the children succeed academically.  An additional incentive will be a Scholar-

ship Fund to help older children get a college education or vocational training.  In order to “pay it forward,” young 

adults who receive scholarships will give 10% of their salary back to the fund for the first 5 years of employment, 

so that other young adults may also  benefit from higher education/training. 

Now to him who by the power 

at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or 

imagine, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and 

ever. Amen.  

(Ephesians 3:20-21) 

God and by our brothers and sisters in Christ who live with courage and joy for the sake of the gospel. 
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